
Where does SPEA get money?
Income to SPEA and Indiana University comes from several sources and the university’s annual financial report found 
online offers complete details. Tuition, as the primary source, is 36 percent of IU’s income. Seventeen percent comes from 
the state government. Additional funds come from individuals and organizations. All philanthropy to IU complies with 
rules established by the IU Foundation and all research funding complies with the rules established by the IU Office of 
Research Administration.

How do we find out who supports SPEA?
In the interest of transparency, SPEA has chosen to have available on its website a regularly updated list of individuals 
and organizations giving gifts or sponsoring research.

How does SPEA spend its revenue?
The majority of the income goes to salaries and benefits for SPEA’s faculty and staff and for student programming and 
resources. The school also pays fees to the university based on the square footage of SPEA’s buildings and the number 
of staff and faculty employed by SPEA. We also have routine overhead expenses for equipment, furniture, supplies, and 
marketing. 

Who decides what will be taught at SPEA?
The entire SPEA faculty votes on which courses are included in the curriculum. Faculty develop courses in consultation 
with their peers, administrators, and the academic directors of the undergraduate and graduate program offices. 

What does academic freedom mean?
All faculty members have the right to explore significant or controversial questions without fear of censorship or 
retaliation. In compliance with university rules and the principles of shared governance, faculty determine how they will 
achieve the learning outcomes of a course, guest speakers they invite, the questions they will research, how the research 
will be carried out, and the research funders they will solicit. A comprehensive guide to academic freedom is found at 
Inside Higher Ed.
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https://iufservices.iu.edu/Collage/Policies_and_Forms/Policies/Administrative/Gift_Acceptance_Poli.pdf?casticket=ST-992568-wbK0lJvyJNqmW3NDJdgYcasprd06
http://www.researchadmin.iu.edu/GrantContract/gc-propprep/gcs_sponsoredproject.htmlhttp:/www.researchadmin.iu.edu/index.html
http://www.researchadmin.iu.edu/GrantContract/gc-propprep/gcs_sponsoredproject.htmlhttp:/www.researchadmin.iu.edu/index.html
https://spea.indiana.edu/doc/giving/donor2017.pdf
https://spea.indiana.edu/doc/giving/disclosure-fy2017.pdf
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2010/12/21/defining-academic-freedom
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2010/12/21/defining-academic-freedom


Who leads SPEA?
Dean John D. Graham directs the SPEA campuses in Bloomington and at our partner school at IUPUI in Indianapolis. 
Executive Associate Dean Michael McGuire is in charge of the day-to-day functions at SPEA IUB. Decisions on faculty 
hiring, curriculum, and other major academic areas are made in collaboration with the faculty, either through standing 
faculty committees or through votes by the entire fulltime faculty at meetings held 2-4 times a year. This process is typical 
of most large public institutions of higher education and is known as shared governance.

What role does the Dean’s Council play? Distinguished Alumni Council and Alumni Board? 
Established in 2009, members of SPEA Dean’s Council serve as advisors and ambassadors for the school. Composed 
of scientists, attorneys, entrepreneurs, public servants, and business leaders, more than half of the council members 
have substantial public and nonprofit experience, including several who have served U.S. presidents. Members of the 
Distinguished Alumni Council and the Alumni Board advise SPEA on curriculum changes based on developments in 
the labor market, serve as ambassadors and recruiters for the school, and help SPEA develop new internships and job 
opportunities for students.

Where do I go with a concern, complaint, praise or request for help?
If you’re an undergraduate, start with the Undergraduate Programs Office and Assistant Dean Dr. R.J. Woodring. If 
you’re a master’s student, start with the Master’s Programs Office and Director Megan Siehl. If you’re not sure where to 
turn, Executive Associate Dean Michael McGuire can assist.
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